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DETAILED ACTION 



Status of Claims 

1. This action is in reply to the Pre-Appeal Brief request filed on 26 Septennber 2005. 

2. Claims 22-54 have been examined. 

3. The rejections of claims 22-54 have been updated. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomns the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

5. Claims 22-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tipton et al. (US 
6,097,995 A) in view of Embutsu et al. (US 5,699,525 A). 

Claims 22-28, 39: 

Tipton discloses a waste management and disposal system, inflow and outflow of 
regulated chemical waste to a plurality of stations (see at least column 3, lines 1-33), utilization of 
computer networks and database systems (see at least Figures 5a and 5b), and report 
generation (see at least Figures 67-69 and associated text). Tipton, in at least column 39, line 
53+ also discloses SQL searching and reports. The Structured Query Language (SQL) is a 
system for utilizing a database to search for and retrieve records that match search criteria (see 
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at least column 40, line 58 to column 41, line 9). Tipton does not specifically disclose a matching 
mechanism within the database structure. Embutsu, however, in at least Figures 4 and 5 as well 
as associated text discloses, "The computer 37 or the database of the auxiliary memory unit 39 is 
organized to match the locations of collection on the geographic location which is displayed on 
the display unit 11. The extracted collection targets are highlighted in different colors on the 
displayed map so that the distribution of home electric appliances to be collected is easily visible." 
It would have been obvious to combine the existing waste management systems as taught by 
Tipton and add the teachings to include the functionality of database matching techniques as 
shown by Embutsu because the resultant system would solve the problem of efficiently and cost- 
effectively matching waste producer with waste manager, improving upon the existing matching 
system of Tipton by more closely matching according to pre-selected criteria. 



Application/Control Number; 09/900,989 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3621 

Claim 29: 

Tipton includes legislative and regulatory information (see at least column 2, lines 2-3). 
Claims 30 and 31: 

Tipton discloses monitoring inflows and outflows (see at least column 3, lines 1-9), 
inherently disclosing a sensing device. Scheduling/rescheduling of waste removal is an obvious 
outcome and benefit of constant monitoring. 

Claims 32 and 33: 

Tipton discloses using computer network and database functionality as shown above. 
Tipton does not specifically disclose profile criteria. Embutsu, however, in at least column 6, lines 
43-59 does. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
utilize the flexibility and efficiency of a database system described by Tipton and add the profiling 
criteria as disclosed by Embutsu to match waste producer with waste disposal vendors to 
efficiently dispose of waste products. 

Claims 34 and 35: 

Tipton discloses monitoring inflows and outflows (see at least column 3, lines 1-9), 
inherently disclosing a sensing device. Scheduling/rescheduling of waste removal is an obvious 
outcome and benefit of constant monitoring. 



Claim 36: 

Tipton's use of databases as disclosed above inherently discloses storage of waste 
processing data. 
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Claims 37 and 38: 

Tipton discloses report generation as shown above. Generation of financial reports 
would be an obvious and necessary inclusion. 

Claims 40-42: 

The combination of Tipton/ Embutsu as shown above discloses the waste management 
matching system as claimed by the Applicant. Tipton/Embutsu also disclose setting specific 
criteria for properly matching producer with vendor in order to efficiently manage and dispose of 
harmful waste products. Although this system inherently discloses evaluation of a vendor's 
capabilities, and the requirements of the waste producing facility, the combination does not 
specifically address the step of evaluating or reevaluating the vendors. However, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the waste disposal arts at the time of the invention to 
include in the profile matching step the set of criteria that apply to adequately matching 
processing requirements with disposal capabilities and updating these criteria necessary or 
required. In addition, practices which reduce waste products while increasing profitability by 
reducing cost are old and well-known factors in matching consumer with vendor, and the 
Examiner takes Official Notice of this long standing relationship. Reducing pollutants reduces 
cost and increases profits. In addition, Tipton discloses regulatory standards as shown above, 
inherently disclosing the necessity for constant evaluation and reevaluation of vendor capabilities. 
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Claims 43-48: 

Claims 43-48 recite essentially the same limitations as claims 22-42, and are therefore 
rejected on the same grounds with the same rationale as shown above. 

Claims 49-54: 

The combination of Tipton/ Embutsu as shown above discloses the waste management 
matching system as claimed by the Applicant. Tipton/ Embutsu do not specifically disclose the 
waste components include at least one of hazardous waste, industrial waste, refuse, recyclable 
plastics, and recyclable cardboard. However, Examiner takes Official Notice that it is old and 
well known in the waste management that waste commonly consists of hazardous waste, 
industrial waste, refuse, recyclable plastics, and recyclable cardboard, among other things. For 
this reason, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the waste management arts to conceive 
of hazardous waste, industrial waste, refuse, recyclable plastics, and recyclable cardboard. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or concerning 
this communication or earlier communications from the Examiner should be directed to James A. 
Reagan whose telephone number is 571.272.6710. The Examiner can nomially be reached on 
Monday-Friday, 9:30am-5:00pm. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, James Trammell can be reached at 571.272.6712. 

Infomiation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Infomnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infonmation for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status infomnation for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://portal.uspto.gov/external/portal/Dair . Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866.217.9197 (toll-free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

571-273-8300 [Official communications. After Final communications labeled "Box AF'] 
571-273-8300 [Infomial/Draft communications, labeled "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"] 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office Customer Service Window: 

Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314. 

JAMES A. REAGAN 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3621 
12 October 2005 




